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About the Courses 

Comprehensive Courses cover the full breadth and depth of the standards. Courses are constructed 

with scaffolding and supports to ensure that the rigorous material required to meet the standards is 

accessible to all students. 

Pathways 

Multiple course pathways support academic success for all students, from those not prepared for 

grade- level academic challenges to those capable of accelerating their learning. 

 
 

 

Pathway 

 

Foundations 

General Studies 

Shared standards, scope and sequence. 

 
Advanced Placement* 

Prescriptive Core Honors 

Content Skills remediation in 

reading, writing, science, 

and math 

Scaffolding of grade level content Extended 

application 

Approved by the College 

Board 

Audience Transitioning from middle 

to high school 

Performing below grade 

level 

Students prepared for grade-level 

content 

Accelerated Highly-motivated 

 
Duration 

(hours / 

semester) 

 

70 – 90 

Students may accelerate 

past previously mastered 

material resulting in 

variable and potentially 

shorter durations. 

 

70 – 90 

 

90 – 110 

 

120 

*Advanced Placement and AP are registered trademarks of the College Board. 

 
Scaffolding and Support 

Apex Learning’s newest courses contain scaffolding and supports to prepare all students for college and 

career success. These opt-in content supports and context-specific scaffolds are embedded into the 

instruction, ensuring students have the support and guidance they need to master required content. 

 
Course Design 

Courses are either one or two semesters in length. Within each semester, units break the course into 

major topics and are subdivided into lessons; each lesson contains activities. 
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Activity Types 
 
 
 

Type Description Scoring Print Component 

Unit Overview Welcoming overview of unit content using text, images, and video. N/A No 

Unit Pretest Prescriptive pretest to identify mastered content. Prescriptive pathway only. Computer No 

Lesson Overview Welcoming overview of the lesson using text, images, and video. Includes lesson 

objectives and key terms. 

N/A No 

Study Direct instruction of course concepts using text, images, multimedia, and active 

learning opportunities. 

N/A Study Sheet 

Quiz Study-level or lesson-level assessment. Computer No 

Checkup Free-response activity that is self-assessed. N/A Optional 

Practice Helps students apply and extend learned concepts. Teacher Optional 

Discuss Open-ended prompts that promote online class discussions. Teacher Optional 

Explore Enrichment activities that include guided research using external web links. Teacher Optional 

Journal Writing activities that offer opportunities for personal reflection on or analysis of 

unit concepts, themes, or readings. 

Teacher Optional 

Lab Hands-on wet, dry, or hybrid (both wet and dry) laboratory work. Science courses 

only. 
Teacher Optional 

Project Provides an opportunity for students to apply their skills to complex situations or 

questions to deepen comprehension. 

Teacher Optional 

Log Used for recording independent — and usually offline — practice. Music 

Appreciation and Physical Education only. 

Teacher Optional 

Review Review to prepare students for comprehensive unit tests or semester exams. N/A Sometimes 

Diagnostic Formative unit assessment. Used for unit review, pre- or post-test. Generates an 

individualized study plan for further study. 
Computer No 

CS-Test  
Summative unit-level assessment. 

Computer No 

TS- Test Teacher Optional 

Exam  
Summative semester-level assessment. 

Computer No 

Final Exam Teacher Optional 
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Course Materials 

Teacher scored tests, and other documents are accessed from the course window. Some courses 

require materials such as English novels, science lab manuals, and calculators. 

http://www.apexlearning.com/info/materials_list.pdf 
 

 

Student Resources Appendix 

Each course has Appendix A: Student Resources, which includes the syllabus (listing units, lessons, 

and activities), links to activity sheets, key terms, study tips, and course-specific information. 
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